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CHARLES TOWN – For 
seven months the Charles 
Town City Council has de-
bated whether to accept state 
funding of up to $10.5 mil-
lion for a sewer line for Rock-
wool and other projects.

Approving the state bond 
financing would pay for the 
six miles of new public sew-
er infrastructure to serve not 
only for the Rockwool facto-
ry but also other current and future businesses and homes, 
Charles Town Utility Board officials say.

As Kristen Stolipher, CTUB assistant manager, sum-
marized this month in a response to City Council ques-

SHEPHERDSTOWN — Community mem-
bers will have a chance to connect with Shep-
herd University professors this weekend as the 
new Lectures & Libations series continues at 
Town Run Tap House and Community Pub.

Matthew Kushin, who teaches strategic com-
munications and social media at Shepherd, came 
up with the series “to serve as a bridge between 
Shepherd University and the community, to get 

our professors off the campus and into places 
where the community hangs out.”

Kushin, who came to Shepherd in the fall of 
2012 after working as an assistant professor at 
Utah Valley University, said faculty members at 
the school are doing “interesting and exciting” 

Connecting SU, the community
New Lectures & Libations series continues Sunday
By RicHARD F. BELisLE
Special to the Spirit

RICHARD F. BELISLE

RiGHT: Shepherd University’s Matthew Kushin 
says the new Lectures and Libations series 
breaks down the walls of academia in a “fun, 
welcoming, casual atmosphere.”

(See  sHEPHERD  Page 11)

RoCkWooL ContRoVeRsY

City sewer line
financing vote 
comes Monday
By TIM COOK
Special to the Spirit WANT TO GO? 

The Charles Town 
City Council will 
vote on state funding 
for a sewer line for 
Rockwool and other 
projects at 7 p.m. 
Monday at Charles 
Washington Hall. 
The meeting will be 
streamed live from 
the city’s website, 
charlestownwv.us 

(See  sEWER  Page 4)

CHARLES TOWN – A Michi-
gan-based electrical contractor has a 
warning for county leaders consider-
ing naming Shepherdstown’s David 
Levine to the Jefferson County Devel-
opment Authority.

Jeremy Zinn, the project manager 
and master electrician at Oak Electric Service Inc. in Wa-
terford Township, located about 50 miles north of Ann 
Arbor, got to know Levine when Levine’s now-shuttered 
company Geostellar began working to bring solar proj-
ects to that area.

Levine – the brilliant, Yale-educated entrepreneur who 

JCDA hopeful called 
‘untrustworthy’
By cHRisTinE snYDER
editor@spiritofjefferson.com

(See  LEVinE  Page 5)

David Levine

Merchants’ message:
Build the Hill Top now

A deadline to get the town’s approval for rights of way for the new Hill Top (shown in a SWaN rendering) comes on Thursday. 

“The people who oppose [the Hill 
Top] are only standing in the way of 
something good. This project is only 
going to bring something good to the 
town.” SONdrA Kelley, restaurant owner

“Having been there when the hotel 
has been open in the past, what I am 
envisioning is it will increase business 
for the town substantially.” RichARD 
SchAffeR, commercial building owner

“Having been there when the hotel 

“I think [the new Hill Top] is a really 
wonderful thing.” SuSAn BenjAmin,

owner of True Treats Historic Candies 
on High Street in Harpers Ferry

While Harpers Ferry Town Coun-
cil member Hardwick Johnson 
has said he fears a new Hill Top 
House Hotel would create a 

“self-contained environment” with restaurants 
and amenities that would deter people from 
shopping and patronizing eateries in historic 
Lower Town, business owners in Harpers Ferry 
and Bolivar have come out in support of the 
project.

Supporters of the project say Johnson’s state-
ments are just the latest in a list of tactics de-
signed to frustrate SWaN, the owners of the his-
toric hotel site since 2007, into abandoning the 
high-end, 130-room hotel and conference center.

SWaN’s economic impact study predicts that 
the Hill Top will generate more than $2 million 

(See  HiLL TOP  Page 6)

Story by Tim Cook
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Sponsored by:

Jefferson County Property Transactions
Feb. 18 to Feb. 22, 2019
Drew Holdings LLC to Andrew 
Wood; LT 42, SEC 4, CT 1.013 
acs; MiddleWay District; 
$145,000.00

William G Deagro and Denise D 
Deagro to Michael Petrarca and 
Denise Petrarca; TR 1, CT 10.00 
acs, P/O Avon Bend; KableTown 
District; $110,000.00

MVB Bank Inc to Pensco Trust 
Company LLC Custiodian FBO 
and Bonnie L Shultz IRA 100%; 
LTS 19, 20, 21, 22 & 23, BLK 
143; Ranson Corporation; 
$106,000.00

Arthur E Gladstone II to Thomas 
K Wachtel; LT 4, CT 0.955 
acs; Harpers Ferry District; 
$285,000.00

Colin C Dunbar to Jose L Christian 
and Tatiana A Christian; PCL 
A, CT 2.2948 acs; KableTown 
District; $22,000.00

Stephen A Miller and Barbara 
J Miller to Joshua T Smith 
and Tracy L Smith; LT A, 
BLK II; Charles Town District; 
$208,000.00

Pill & Pill PLLC SUB TR, Luella 
Lee Property, Rosie E Lee 
Property and Thurman Lee 
Property to Reverse Mortgage 
Solutions INC; LT 42, Happy 
Creep SEC, Part One, CT 
1.149 acs; MiddleWay District; 
$103,000.00

Fay Fitzsimmons Executrix 
and Mary E RightSell Estate to 
Clinton R Jackson; LT 159, BLK 
E, PH II-A; Ranson Corporation; 
$180,000.00

J & S Investment Enterprises LLC 
to Jefferson Garcia Rodrigues and 
Ashlen J Garcia Rodrigues; LT 22, 
PH I; Charles Town Corporation; 
$264,900.00

Daria Rainieri Smith to Ashley 
N Bender; LT 434, PH 3A, SEC 
2; Charles Town Corporation; 
$169,000.00

Ocwen Loan Servicing LLC and 
Celink AIF to Harry Edward Allen 
II; LTS 5 & 6, Less 20’ Wide 
Lot; Charles Town Corporation; 
$56,650.00

Misty S Davidson to Ted Gauckler 
and Patricia M Gauckler; LT 
34; Charles Town Corporation; 
$288,000.00

Mary L Schreyer-McDonald FKA, 
Mary L Schreyer and Mary L 
Schreyer McDonald to I & K Farm 
LLC; PCL CT 0.70 ac; MiddleWay 
District; $190,000.00

Seneca Trustees INC SUB 
TR, Zachary Veres Property 
and Lana Veres Property to 
Thomas L Everhart JR; Trust BK 
1862/100; Charles Town District; 
$138,500.00

Dan Ryan Builders West Virginia 
LLC to Emmanuel J Spanos; 
LT 396, PH VI, Sec B; Ranson 
Corporation; $200,500.00

Adrienne R Tisdale to Travis A 
Cato; LT 2, Sec 2; MiddleWay 
District; $265,000.00

Donald J Orser to Freddy Ray 
Wilson; LTS 43, 44, 45, 46, 
47, 48, 49, 52, 53 & 54 Sec 
1M & LTS 7, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 17; KableTown District; 
$20,000.00

Shenandoah Spring LLC to K 
Hovnanian Homes at Shenandoah 
Springs LLC; LT 15, BLK A & 
LT 18, BLK D, Single Family 
Sec; Ranson Corporation; 
$112,000.00

113 W Washington Street \ Charles Town, WV \ 25414
Elizabeth Dandridge McDonald, Broker

same team. same service. new name.

304.885.7645
www.DandridgeRealtyGroup.com

Is proud to
sponsor the

(304) 728-2203  191 Augustine Ave, Suite 100, Charles Town, WV 25414 191 Augustine Ave, Suite 100, Charles Town, WV 25414

PET  OF THE WEEK
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Wellness New Puppy & Kitten Care Soft-Tissue/Orthopedic Surgery Fracture Repair
Dental & Diagnostic Services Microchipping Medical Boarding Veterinary Acupuncture

Ollie, a young male Rhodesian Ridgeback Mix,  is looking for a for-
ever home, preferably one without other animals. He is chestnut in 
color, neutered, and current on all vaccinations. To visit him or any of 
the other wonderful dogs and cats waiting for homes, please visit the 
Animal Welfare Society shelter on Old Leetown Pike Road (just west 
of the county fairgrounds). Our public hours are Wed.-Sat. 11 a.m.- 4 
p.m. AND Sunday 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Closed Mon. & Tues. Visit our 
website www.awsjc.org, Facebook, or call us at 304-725-0589.

3 GREAT LOCATIONS:
Martinsburg, WV 304-350-8184 

57 Meadow Lane Plaza
Mon-Thurs 10-8, Fri & Sat 10-9, Sun Noon-5

Hagerstown, MD  800-561-7399 
Foxshire Plaza, 1423 Dual Hwy
Mon-Thurs 10-8, Fri & Sat 10-9, Sun Noon-6

LaVale, MD  240-362-0001 
1227 National Hwy

Mon-Sat 10-8, Closed Sundaywww.lockeddoor.com

Fun Stores for Adults!

Also Beautiful Wigs
At Hagerstown Store!

Exotic Dancewear 
and Sexy High 
Heel Shoes

at Martinsburg location!

Plus Size
Lingerie 

Too!

27
Years In
Business!

SHOW this ad for

thru Tues., March 5th!

15% OFF

(a few exclusions)

your ENTIRE
in-store purchase

3 GREAT LOCATIONS:

Text the word “LOCK” to
51660 for an instant discount 

and to receive Exclusive
Specials by text message!

4 DVD’s for $30!
ALSO

Citizens Fire Company
Annual Pancake Day
Tuesday, March 5th   6am-7pm

All you can Eat!
Pancakes, Whole Hog Sausage,  

Fresh Sausage Gravy, Coffee & Tea
Toppings Bar!

Eggs & OJ Available until 11am

Adults: $8.00
Kids 6-12: $4.00

Under 6 EAT FREE!!
There is no direct access off of the 340 Bypass

Please use Route 115 to Citizens Way
For more information call 304-728-6428 
or go to www.citizensfirecompany.com

CHARLES TOWN — Jefferson 
County school board members dis-
cussed the statewide teachers walk-
out and the controversial SB 451 
Omnibus Education bill at a meet-
ing on Feb. 19.

The evening meeting of the board 
was held because snow forced the 
Feb. 11 meeting to be canceled.

Schools in Jefferson County were 
closed Feb. 20 and 21 because of 
the weather. Schools were shut 

down Feb. 19 after union leaders 
announced a statewide walkout in 
response to the Legislature’s actions 
on the Omnibus Education bill, also 
known as Senate Bill 451.

Before the meeting, Grant Prilla-
man – a teacher at Washington High 
and a member of the board of the 
Jefferson County American Federa-
tion of Teachers – gave board mem-
bers a resolution to consider.

Earlier that day, in response to 
teachers hitting the picket lines for 
the second time in two years, the 
House of Delegates voted to indefi-

nitely table the bill.
The bill would have included pay 

raises for educators but also would 
have established charter schools, al-
lowed tax dollars to pay for private 
school tuition and introduced other 
changes. Educators testified repeat-
edly to legislators that public tax 
dollars should go to fund West Vir-
ginia’s public, not private schools.

During the public comment time 
of the meeting, Prillaman told board 
members: “We’re not out of the 
woods yet. Each section of SB 451 
could be considered individually.”

Prillaman said the resolution he 
presented to Jefferson school board 
members is being used by other 
counties in the state. 

It says: 
“WHEREAS: West Virginia’s en-

tire Public Education system con-
tinues to be underfunded, leading to 
shortages in teachers, service per-
sonnel, nurses, librarians, psycholo-
gists, counselors and special educa-
tion staff; and

WHEREAS: County Boards of 
Education budgets are already se-
verely strained; and

WHEREAS: Public schools are at 
the heart of community well-being; 
and

WHEREAS: Reduction in State 
financial support will negatively 
impact our ability to serve the chil-
dren and families of our communi-
ty; and

WHEREAS: Research and expe-
rience across the country have not 
shown privatization of pubic educa-
tion to be fiscally or educationally 
effective;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 

By BONNIE WILLIAMSON
Special to the Spirit

After teachers picket, school board weighs resolution

tions: “The true value of the 
state financing option is an 
opportunity to take advantage 
of the zero-risk, 100 percent 
funding package addressing 
significant capacity issues 
that have existed for many 
years. 

“Additionally, the CTUB 
now has an opportunity with 
this funding to provide for 
future capacity and avoid the 
patchwork of small overlap-
ping utility projects that have 
limited growth and expansion 
in Jefferson County.”

Tonight the City Council 

plans to hold a special work-
shop to discuss the sewer 
line before taking a vote at 7 
p.m. on Monday. The coun-
cil moved Monday’s regu-
lar meeting from City Hall to 
the larger Charles Washing-
ton Hall. 

Critics of Rockwool on the 
City Council include Mike 
Brittingham and Mayor Scott 
Rogers. In a post earlier this 
month on the mayor’s offi-
cial Facebook page, Rogers 
called the factory “immor-
al and wrong.” He added: 
“Don’t sicken our children 
with your pollution!”

Opponents of Rockwool 
say the City Council’s rejec-

tion of state funding for the 
sewer project would be a ma-
jor political victory for their 
cause.

If the City Council rejects 
the state funding for the pipe-
line, Stolipher has said, the 
decision would lead to a sew-
er service rate increase for 
CTUB’s 7,700 current sewer 
customers. 

“A major component of the 
project funded 100 percent 
by the West Virginia Devel-
opment Office was to provide 
an infrastructure that would 
create the space for developer 
connections at no cost to the 
ratepayers,” she wrote to the 
council. 

How big the rate increase 
would be is difficult to pre-
dict, Stolipher said. 

Charles Town could turn 
down the state financing for 
the sewer pipeline, but state 
law requires CTUB to con-
struct a line to serve the Rock-
wool factory.

“Any rate increase from a 
Rockwool-only line will im-
pact all CTUB customers,” 
Stolipher wrote. “If an anal-
ysis shows a Rockwool-only 
line construction, by itself, 
won’t impact CTUB rates for 
all customers, the cost of oth-
er needed [CTUB utility im-
provement] projects would 
increase.”

CTUB officials have esti-
mated that rejecting the state 
financing would imposed 
about $2 million in direct ad-
ditional costs to its ratepayers. 
That cost would require every 
CTUB customer to pay 42 to 
45 cents more for every 1,000 
gallons used, a hike that some 
factory opponents say would 
be worthwhile. Many of the 
Rockwool opponents live in 
Shepherdstown and wouldn’t 
face higher rates.

Rockwool has already 
asked CTUB to prepare 
cost estimates for a line that 
would only serve the compa-
ny’s Ranson factory. CTUB 
would have to absorb the en-

Sewer FROM PAGE 1
gineering planning costs for 
that Rockwool-only pipeline, 
Stolipher has said.

Last week the CTUB’s 
board of directors agreed 
to recommend that the City 
Council accept the state fund-
ing as the most cost-effective 
option for the city and CTUB 
customers. 

If the City Council does 
OK the funding, the next step 
would be for the West Vir-
ginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection to ap-
prove a CTUB industrial 
wastewater treatment permit 
change, a regulatory step that 
Rockwool opponents are also 
speaking out against. 

If the City Council accepts 
the funding offer from the 
West Virginia Infrastructure 
and Jobs Development Coun-
cil, a utility project funding 
body of the West Virginia 
Development Office, the pro-
posed six-mile Route 9 In-
frastructure Project pipeline 
would be designed to support 
new residential and commer-
cial development in northern 
Jefferson County for the next 
two decades, according to 
Charles Town Utility Board 
officials. 

The line also would help 
CTUB more cost-effectively 
make system upgrades or fix 
capacity problems, CTUB 
officials have said.

One of those pending 
CTUB projects is the Flow-
ing Springs Sewage Trans-
mission Project. The project, 
approved by the West Virgin-
ia Public Service Commis-
sion nearly two years ago, 
would replace aging sewer in-
frastructure north of Charles 
Town, including those in the 
Breckenridge development. 

The project was initially 
estimated to cost about $7 
million. The Route 9 sew-
er pipeline to the Rockwool 
factory could allow CTUB to 
trim that cost by $1.5 million 
or more, CTUB officials and 
engineers estimate.

Recently Rockwool asked 
CTUB to provide sewer ser-
vice to the factory by Oct. 
1. However, Stolipher said 
it would take eight to nine 
months to construct the Route 
9 pipeline as designed. De-
signing and building a pipe-
line to serve only the Rock-
wool would take longer, she 
said.

(See  RESOLUTION  Page 8)
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